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As the semester began, I had a fairly good idea of how I would spend my time in my independent study. I figured that I would be mostly reading online tutorials on web scripting and using them to create sample pages of my own. But when I began to read the book “HTML, comprehensive concepts and techniques fifth edition” by Shelly Woods Dorin, I decided that the most beneficial and efficient way to spend my time, was to thoroughly read through and take notes on every chapter in the book. Well this turned out to be quite the project for me, as the chapters were extensive and detailed. At first the chapters were very basic, teaching me the fundamentals of web scripting. But as I read farther into the book, I found myself tangled in complex JavaScript functions which would take me about 2 weeks of research to understand. But after reading through this book, I really feel that I have a much more advanced understanding of techniques used to code web pages.


I began the semester first by purchasing web server hosting from “hostmonster.com”. From there I began to code up important documents and publish them on the newly founded “mjrportfolio.com”. These included my independent study rubric and logs. If you take a look at the source code for my rubric, and compare it with the source code of some of my newer pages, I think you will notice how far I have come in formatting and writing html code, and other web scripting languages. But the point is that in the beginning of the semester, I spent the majority of my time getting all the behind the scenes work set up. I skimmed through and read most of the chapters from both of my books, and even copied down the entire list of xhtml 4.0 tags in a text document that I use when needed. 

Once I had everything set up, I was ready to really hit the books. I began by taking notes from the html book in my notebook. However I realized right away that this would not be enough for me to fully understand the concepts. Writing web pages is all about practice, and so I decided to take my notes from my notebook and code them up and publish them on my web server. Because of this transition, I began to encounter various issues and errors which required a lot of research and frustrating hours fixing. But this is all part of the learning process. After making these mistakes and going through the painstaking process of finding and fixing them, I now have more experience and knowledge of how to format and execute xhtml code. But to be honest, for the first 6 chapters I didn’t have to much trouble. In fact I was able to get through the first 6 chapters within 3-4 weeks without any big issues. But of course the chapters and concepts became more advanced as I went on.

By chapter 9 I had begun simple javascript functions. Now although they were simple functions, I still knew that I had to ensure that I fully understood the format of javascript and how/when to use it. But I felt that I could not get this full understanding of the topic simply from the book. So it was at this point that I looked to “w3cschools.com” and various other websites to learn more about javascript. By the end of chapter 9 I felt very confident in my ability to write basic javascript functions and then call them within the html page. I was very proud and excited at this point because I had begun to understand the possibilities of how dynamic I could now make webpages. Chapter 10 was an extension of chapter 9, utilizing more advanced javascript examples, but by this point I was more confident and able to understand the concepts. So for chapter 10 I looked to write my own more advanced functions that weren’t included in the book, such as the show/hide text feature, compatible with any web browser. After my chapter 10 notes were complete and published, I decided to take a little bit of a break for about a week. It was at this point that I began to use wikipedia among other web sources to research various other web scripting languages. The languages that have really caught my eye are AJAX, Jquery, php, phpbb, perl, ruby on rails, asp(x), and xml databasing. I hope to take another independent study my senior year based on these specific web scripting languages.

Another way that I spent my time was utilizing what I had learned to create actual web templates and pages. I created web pages with various functionalities in order to test what I have been learning and apply it towards an actual project to ensure that I understood the concept and was able to implement it in actual webpages. This turned out to be quite the learning process as well. During the creation of several of these webpages, I learned the harsh reality of browser compliancy and consistency. I learned that internet explorer is an extremely outdated web browser, and one that does not read code consistently with current web standards and other more advanced browsers such as firefox. So I would end up creating a web page, and testing it in firefox. Everything would appear to work fine, until I would test it with internet explorer and see that nothing would work as intended. Of course this would call up more research and hours spent trying to figure out what the problem was. Eventually I learned that my main problem with internet explorer is how it reads css (cascading style sheets). Internet explorer has the tendency to add default margins to items, and especially table cells. Along with this it reads cell-padding entirely differently than all other web browsers. This makes it frustrating to place content inside of table cells and be consistent in all browsers. As of now I feel that I am able to design and create fully functional websites with various functionalities. However I still have much to accomplish. For example, I have been creating all of my toolbars with set table dimensions. However I know for a fact that in professional web design, this is a very outdated technique. Today everything is done with css rules, and list items- an advanced technique that I have not yet mastered, but hope to utilize in the creation of my homepage. So as of the moment of completion of this paper, I will take everything I have learned so far and begin the process of developing my websites homepage. Once I have this complete, I will have fulfilled what I set out to do in this independent study. However I am sure that I will still have a few weeks left after this is done. So I will spend that time working on more web templates and fixing any possible errors in the source code of my various pages. In all honesty, it feels as if I cannot even come close to mentioning everything that I have accomplished so far. I can only give a very brief overview of what I have done and what I am doing. But in the end I think that my finalized website will display what I have learned and how far I have come in web scripting and design.
