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Midterm Paper: Web Template Design
Objective: The overall objective of this independent study is to enhance my ability to design and develop websites in a more professional manner. I want the sites that I make to look professional and polished, as opposed to amateur and unfinished. At the halfway point of my independent study I have completed 3 web templates and 1 personal business card.

What is the purpose of a good website design? It is important to keep in mind when asking this question that the website you are creating has a purpose other than to be eye candy. We want the user to have a rich and user friendly experience while browsing the site. The more professional and polished a site is, the longer a user is likely to spend on it. So the purpose of a good design is not to simply look cool, but rather to enhance the content and overall purpose of the site from the user’s point of view. 

I started off my independent study with research into professional web design. I used the popular blog bestwebgallery.com to break down some of the most effective website designs in the world. I looked at these sites and broke down what it is about them that make them so successful. Ultimately I found that a good site design has personality. Every design is different, but the ones that stand out are the ones that pop, the ones that talk and interact with the user. Simplicity is also a factor, you want to be able to display the information on your site in as effective a manner as possible. A user will not take much out of a site filled with ads and widgets to distract them from the content. I have determined that the sites that display personality in a simple yet effective manner are the best designs. They may not always be the “coolest” designs but they are the ones that best serve their purpose.

After my extensive research into professional web design, I began my first project. This was a major challenge for me as I essentially had to downgrade from adobe Photoshop cs4 to Photoshop 7. Photoshop 7 is much older and much more primitive than cs4, and therefore I had to work in an environment that I wasn’t used to. Building on this, professional web design is a brand new field, and Photoshop 7 simply isn’t made to design web sites on. So the real purpose of this first project was figuring out how to use this outdated software to create an effective and professional web site. My first project took form as Ace of Spades, an Iphone app development agency. The main focus of this template is the vibrant Iphone graphics in the bottom right of the widescreen layout. Looking back at this project I feel that I made the content to cluttered. If instead of spending my time figuring out Photoshop 7 I spent my time deciding on the priority content and layout of the site, I feel that I would have been more successful. The template has potential to have that professional polished feel; however I simply over complicated the layout to the point that it lost that edge.

For my second project I decided to clean things up. I decided that regardless of my software and technical limitations, a good clean design is a good clean design. So I started off by deciding on an 8 column grid system, which I expanded upon with a clean set of borders and margins for a structured start to the project. Then I decided on a color scheme, I chose a lime green color mixed with a dark grey to pull off a “mint” style across the site. I started off this style by putting together a slick looking header and navigation. I also made a custom logo design to add that extra bit of professionalism to the theme. With an image rotator in the head, and a clean and well thought out content body, my mint theme template turned out very successful. The final outcome took quite a bit of revisions to come to, in fact I spent days constantly tweaking the layout. Looking back on my mint theme, I feel that I put the time and attention to detail into it, yet kept the design simplistic enough to be effective in representing its content.

For my third project I decided to do a blog theme. The way a blog works is the homepage typically displays all recent blog posts/articles along with other useful indexing information. When you click on one of the article postings, it brings you to the full story. So it is standard that the homepage of my blog simply be a feed of the most recent posts on the site, whereas the interior page is more of a content holder. This is a very controversial design issue with many blogs, as critics complain that the pages simply look like content dumps rather than hand crafted pages. I attempted to address this is issue not by focusing on the content, but by working the design so that the content pops. I purposely made the background and graphics of the design much darker than the page content holder to make it stand out so that anybody who views the page immediately notices it. Overall I feel that I was effective in doing this, however the design lacks that professional feel. I believe that the layout works, however I feel that my color scheme does not. Had I come up with a more effective color scheme, then I feel that this project would have turned out much more successful.

What good is a website or network that people don’t know about? Well believe it or not, there is an entire thriving industry that focuses solely in increasing internet traffic. One important way of doing this for a personal portfolio site such as mine is by means of self branding. This means developing a logo and common theme that others can recognize you by. I already have the site, so I moved on to the next part of creating a professional identity through a personal business card. I spent quite a bit of time on this project as inevitably it is a piece of work which I will be handing out to people to represent myself. I spent most of my time in the design process, figuring out what my goal for my business card is and what should go on it. I decided to take a minimalist approach and make the layout a simple bland background with large popping vibrant text on the front. This would be the eye-catching part of the business card, the part that makes somebody take that second look. On the backside of the card I have a structured list of important information tucked in the bottom right corner. With this I feel that I have achieved an effective design. I printed out a prototype of my business card and couldn’t be happier with the way that it turned out.

As I am writing this paper I am at the end of my independent study. I have accomplished much this semester, although not in the term of projects completed. What I have accomplished is more of an understanding of good professional web design. My ideology has radically altered from the hours of research into professional design that I have done this semester. If everything goes well, then I should hopefully be able to complete one more project before wrapping things up and making my final presentation. From this independent study starting off as something I wasn’t even sure would happen, today I am very pleased with the way things turned out. I have taken much out of my research and projects, and I couldn’t think of a better way to end my senior year of high school.
